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Burke residence far removed from her constituency, The


L.A. County supervisor is living in Brentwood despite laws requiring that she reside in her South
L.A. district. She has a condo nearer her constituents, but acknowledges she spends little time
there.


By Jack Leonard and Matt Lait, Times Staff Writers


6:37 PM PDT, July 26, 2007


Los Angeles County Supervisor Yvonne B. Burke, who was elected to represent some of
the county's poorest neighborhoods, is living in a gated Brentwood home, despite laws
requiring her to reside in the predominantly South Los Angeles district she serves.


In an interview with The Times two weeks ago, Burke said it was only on weekends and
special occasions that she used her Brentwood home — a 4,000-square-foot residence
with a swimming pool and tennis court that she and her husband have long owned. She
said she lived at a 1,200-square-foot townhouse in Mar Vista, on a busy street just inside
the border of her district.


But over a three-week period in which she was observed by Times reporters, Burke spent
every weekday evening at her Brentwood house, in the district of Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky. When confronted by reporters Wednesday, Burke changed her story and
acknowledged that she has rarely slept in the Mar Vista townhouse, which she has
declared as her primary residence since she purchased it more than a year ago.


She conceded that the time she has actually spent there amounts to "maybe a month or
two."


Asked whether voters would consider her primary residence as the place where she
sleeps, Burke replied: "So I'll start sleeping here if that'll make you happy."


On Thursday — before this report was published — Burke issued a statement declaring
that she has "always maintained my primary" residence within her district. And she
accused Times reporters of accosting her during the sidewalk interview the day before.


In a telephone conversation with The Times later Thursday, Burke said she hoped to
move into the Mar Vista townhouse as early as next week.


In order to hold their offices, the five supervisors, who preside over the nation's largest
county government, are required by law to live in the districts they serve. If they don't,
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their office is deemed vacant. In some cases, politicians living outside their districts have
been criminally prosecuted for perjury and election fraud. Government accountability
experts say it is important that politicians live in the districts they represent so they better
understand the issues of concern among their constituents.


Although questions about candidates' residency is fairly common in election campaigns,
they are rare for county supervisors, whose districts are vast compared to those of most
local elected officials.


Burke's District 2 encompasses 158 square miles and runs from Mar Vista to Lynwood,
from downtown Los Angeles to the city of Carson. The district includes affluent areas,
such as Ladera Heights, but also many neighborhoods facing chronic homelessness and
disproportionately high rates of crime and unemployment.


Among the most difficult issues facing Burke's district is the possible closure of its
county-run hospital, Martin Luther King Jr.-Harbor Medical Center. Years of medical
lapses, including the deaths of patients, has left it facing a critical inspection this month
to determine whether it can continue to receive federal funding.


Burke, who has said she won't seek reelection when her term expires in 2008, said
Wednesday that she hadn't been staying at her townhouse much because she was having
work done to "get it up to my par." The 74-year-old politician said she's painted the
interior and remodeled the kitchen and "powder room."


Before buying the Mar Vista townhouse, Burke declared an apartment in West Los
Angeles as her primary residence, but she acknowledged in the interview Wednesday that
she slept there only "once in a while," staying instead at the Brentwood house.


Even though she spends the night in Brentwood, Burke said she felt she was fulfilling her
residency requirement by visiting her townhouse in the mornings and evenings.


"I come here, my driver meets me here. I go in the house, I do whatever I have to do
here," Burke said in an interview outside the Mar Vista home.


Excluding weekends, Burke said "there is not a day that I'm not here. Not one day.... Is
that a crime?"


Each weekday morning that Times reporters watched from outside the Brentwood house,
Burke got into her county-owned Chrysler 300 and drove the five miles to the townhouse,
where her county-paid driver was waiting.
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Occasionally, Burke would pick up or drop off mail during the townhouse visits, which
typically lasted less than five minutes.


Her driver would then take her the rest of the way to work at the County Hall of
Administration in downtown Los Angeles.


In the evenings, the driver would chauffeur Burke back to the townhouse, where he
would retrieve his personal vehicle and Burke would drive back in the 300 to the
Brentwood house, often stopping at the home's gates to pick up mail delivered to that
address.


In recent years, Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. Steve Cooley has successfully prosecuted
several politicians for living outside their districts — in Huntington Park, South Gate and
West Covina. Last month, prosecutors in San Francisco leveled criminal and civil charges
against a county supervisor who they contend lives outside his constituency.


State and federal officeholders, who work in Sacramento or Washington, are given
leeway in maintaining residences outside their districts. However, local politicians, who
sit on school boards, city commissions and city councils, must also live in the areas they
represent.


Los Angeles County supervisors are required by the charter to be registered voters in
their districts and "reside therein during [their] incumbency." Under state law, an office
becomes vacant if the elected officeholder does not live in the district.


Though widely popular among voters, some of Burke's critics have long accused her of
being out of touch with the vast area of South Los Angeles she represents.


"It doesn't show a commitment on her part. Is she in the 2nd District or not in the 2nd
District?" asked Frederick O. Murph, pastor of Brookins Community African Methodist
Episcopal Church.


When Burke ran for supervisor 15 years ago, her opponent drew attention to her having
just moved into the district from the Westside house, derisively calling her Yvonne
"Brentwood" Burke.


Ever since, Burke has listed her address at various spots in the district. But it's unclear
how long she has actually been living in Brentwood.


She and her husband, William A. Burke, the politically powerful chairman of the South
Coast Air Quality Management District and president of the Los Angeles Marathon, have
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owned the Brentwood home since the 1980s. But financial disclosure forms show that the
couple rented it out from 1993 until roughly 2002, the last renter being an adult film star
who boasted in an interview with the online magazine Salon that he used the house to
shoot pornographic movies.


The four-bedroom, five-bath house is surrounded by multimillion-dollar estates along
winding Mandeville Canyon Road, just north of Sunset Boulevard and west of the Getty
Center. Foliage shields the home from public view. The driveway entrance is gated.


While landlords in Brentwood, the Burkes lived at a Marina del Rey condo they owned.
A year after Burke won a fourth board term in 2004, she and her husband sold the condo
and filed voter registration papers saying they had moved to a small apartment in West
Los Angeles, just within Burke's district boundaries.


In June of 2006, the Burkes purchased the Mar Vista townhouse. They registered to vote
at the home, part of a peach-colored complex that overlooks Centinela Avenue, a four-
lane street near the 10 Freeway. The townhouse lies on the very edge of her district — if
the unit were across the street, it would be in Santa Monica and Yaroslavsky's district.


David Demerjian, who heads the district attorney's Public Integrity Division, said laws
requiring politicians to live in their districts exist because residents expect their elected
leaders "to have a stake in their communities."


Since 2001, the district attorney has filed charges of election fraud and perjury against
four politicians who ran for office by falsely claiming to live in their respective districts.
He said it is much more difficult to prosecute criminal cases in which the politician
moved out of the district after legitimately living there at the time of an election. And, he
said, it is hard to prove someone does not live in a district when he continues to maintain
a residence there.


In such cases, Demerjian said, prosecutors can file civil lawsuits seeking to oust an
elected leader from office. That route, he said, requires the approval of the state's attorney
general's office.
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http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-burke27jul27_map,0,7848325.photo?coll=la-
home-center, Tale of Two Homes
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http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-burke27jul27_j6j5bmnc,0,4678548.photo?coll=la-
home-center, Yvonne Burke gets a hug from a supporter at the conclusion of a protest conference
regarding the closure of King Drew gathered by two community groups. (Al Seib / LAT)


jack.leonard@latimes.com, matt.lait@latimes.com


Times researcher Maloy Moore contributed to this report.


Copyright 2007 Los Angeles Times
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A Proposal for the Queen of Brentwood 
L.A. Sniper: Come home, Yvonne, to a penthouse suite at King-Harbor Hospital 


 
 


~ By ALAN MITTELSTAEDT ~ 


 


~ This Willowbrook resort offers rooms with unbelievable views ~ 


There’s a palace of sorts right in the heart of the rough-and-tumble 2nd District that 
would make perfect living quarters for County Supervisor Yvonne Burke. It’s set back 
from the road. King palms grace a formal, circular drive. A spacious lawn, stretching 
nearly a quarter-mile, creates an air of royalty. It’s even got a marquee with her name 
already on it in big letters.  


From our vantage point, if the Queen of Brentwood had moved into one of the vacant 
wings in the downsized King-Harbor Hospital, she could have avoided the nasty and 
demeaning inquiry into whether she’s been missing-in-action from her troubled district 
for the past year or so. And, more importantly, she may have had a fair shot of turning 
things around at the hospital known for its reckless disregard of human life. Her diligence 
certainly would have won her the respect of her constituents and peers on the board.  


Burke, in a wide-ranging interview with L.A. Sniper this week, insisted she is “more than 
a full-time supervisor” and that she had done all she could to save the hospital, whose 
fate is now in the hands of the federal inspection team. But heck, the building’s got her 
name on it. Her reputation rises or falls with its future. What if she had shifted into 
overdrive and moved into King-Harbor to provide a steadying influence on the staff 



http://burke.lacounty.gov/
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during these tumultuous times? If nurses and doctors on duty May 9 had thought the 
Queen of Brentwood was toiling upstairs in the maternity ward, would they have allowed 
Edith Isabel Rodriguez to writhe in pain before dying 45 minutes later of a perforated 
bowel on the floor of the emergency room lobby?  


“I’m not a doctor. I’m not an administrator. I wouldn’t know if they were doing 
something right or wrong. I cannot micromanage,” said the 74-year-old Burke in a calm, 
matter-of-fact tone. “If there are things we see, like a staff person of mine, we point it 
out.”  


We had hoped to shoot a photo spread of the vacant rooms to make the move to 12021 
Wilmington Ave. as appealing as possible to Burke, but the hospital quickly amassed two 
security guards, two county police officers, and a nursing supervisor to foil our plans 
Sunday afternoon. A sign at the hospital entrance warns: “No cameras or radios.”  


As for the death of 43-year-old Rodriguez, Burke remembers watching one of the early 
training sessions ordered by the new management of the hospital. “I felt everyone was 
trying very, very hard. I can’t explain how that incident happened with Mrs. Rodriguez. I 
don’t know how those lapses could occur.”  


Burke said she last visited King-Harbor three weeks ago and that her staff members 
remain involved in monitoring the hospital’s progress. Even if she doesn’t want to sleep 
there, the Queen of Brentwood should station herself at the hospital during every 
available waking hour. Few things that go on in local government are as important to the 
community as the existence of a vibrant hospital.  


You might think that an aging solon like Burke, who is about to enter the final year of her 
fourth, four-year term on the county Board of Supervisors, deserves some slack before 
vanishing into her retirement, which she announced last year. But an investigative story 
last week by the L.A. Times’ Jack Leonard and Matt Lait ensures that Burke will leave, 
at the very least, under a cloud when her term is up. She could even face charges by the 
District Attorney’s Office.  


Community activist Najee Ali is one of those who want to see her in court. “It’s been 
well known in South Central Los Angeles that Burke has never lived in the district 
she was elected to represent,” says Ali, whose brand of rhetoric often borders on 
hyperbole. “It’s important that the black community hold officials more 
accountable.”  
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Ali says, “She is so far removed that it affects her work performance. She is out of touch, 
which is why we have a crisis at King-Harbor hospital and it is facing closure.”  


Who knows what will become of the hospital, and if it closes, how hundreds of thousands 
of residents will receive medical care. What is clear is that the reform efforts, ordered 
into place by the five county supervisors last October, never truly caught on. Control of 
the hospital was handed off to Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, but change has often come 
too slowly. One sign of the troubled transition is, well, the signs themselves. It’s been 
nearly 10 months since the takeover orders went down, but the old signs – reading “King-
Drew” – remain in place. The Queen of Brentwood dismisses this as a small matter. Ali 
thinks otherwise.  


“Obviously the community was quite, and still is, resistant to any change, whether that be 
longtime medical administrators or simple things like changing the signs,” says Ali. 
“That’s part of the problem. You have an elderly group of leaders that have resisted 
change for the betterment of the hospital.”  


You can’t help but wonder what would have come of King-Harbor had all five 
supervisors been fighting to save it. Earl Ofari Hutchinson, who hosts the Los Angeles 
Urban Roundtable in Leimert Park on most Saturdays, said that Burke has had 
“absolutely no support” from her board colleagues for keeping the hospital open. “It had 
a demoralizing effect on her. She has been a lone voice.”  


Burke is getting a raw deal from the press and her critics, Hutchinson insists. She should 
not be penalized for her less than fiery style. “Supervisor Burke has been much more 
quiet, behind the scenes, what I consider the professional bureaucrat.”  


It likely will fall to the Queen of Brentwood’s replacement to rebuild a quality health care 
system in the 2nd District. Let’s hope the new supervisor denounces the past practices of 
individual supervisors protecting their fiefdoms to the detriment of a vital dialogue on the 
most pressing issues of life and death.  
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Video link of Burke’s Fraudulent activities to prove that she is in violation 
of the Los Angeles County Charter in that Yvonne Burke Lives in 
Brentwood: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZRJCs34g0k 


 


Link to a video of the truly Fraudulent Burke Making Lame Excuses for Violating 
the Residency Requirement of the Los Angeles County Charter:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1my-_w7U4-
k&mode=related&search=YvonneBurke 
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ARTICLE II. 


Board of Supervisors 


Section 4. The County of Los Angeles shall have a Board of Supervisors consisting of 
five members, each of whom must be an elector of the district which he represents, must 
reside therein during his (or her) incumbency, must have been such an elector for at 
least one year immediately preceding his (or her) election,5 and shall be elected by such 
district. Their terms of office shall be four years, and each shall hold until his successor is 
elected and qualified. No person while a member of the Board of Supervisors shall 
receive any compensation, in addition to that provided for by this Section, for services 
rendered to any public or governmental entity. They shall each receive as compensation 
for their services a salary, payable monthly from the County Treasury, which shall be the 
same as that now or hereafter prescribed by law for a judge of the Superior Court in and 
for the County of Los Angeles, except that retirement benefits shall be those now or 
hereafter provided by  law for officers and employees of the County of Los Angeles.6 
They shall devote all their time during business hours to the faithful service of the public. 


5 Smith v. Evans, 42 Cal. App.3d 154 (1974) hold a one year residency requirement in a 
city charter to be in violation of the equal protection clause. 


6 Article XI, Sec. 4 (former Sec. 71/2) of the State Constitution, fairly constructed simply 
requires a county charter to make provisions for compensation of supervisors; it does not 
require nor state explicitly that such compensation shall be set forth and fixed in charter 
itself. Brown v. Francisco,123 Cal. App.2d 413, 266 P.2d 951 (1954). 
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If L.A. County Supervisor Yvonne Burke would rather
live in a tonier district, fine -- she's free to relinquish her
seat
By By Robert Greene, Times Staff Writer


Pity our hapless elected officials, who are simply trying to live their lives, take their pay
and shuttle among their multiple houses.


Now they have reporters stalking them, confronting them with their inconsistencies and
trying to find out if they are breaking the law. It's too much to take. Right?


Los Angeles County Supervisor Yvonne B. Burke, according to an L.A. Times story, has
been spending her nights not in the district she has represented for 15 years but five miles
away in Brentwood, a place that is, as the euphemism goes, nicer.


Times reporters Jack Leonard and Matt Lait reported Friday that Burke has been
observed in the evenings at her Brentwood home, which is in County Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky's Westside/Valley jurisdiction. In the morning, she drives to her own South
Los Angeles district -- just the edge of it, actually, to her Mar Vista townhouse. Then she
hangs around for about five minutes and is picked up by her county-paid driver, who
takes her the rest of the way to work downtown. She reportedly reverses the circuit at the
end of the day, having her driver drop her off for another brief visit in Mar Vista, where
she climbs back into her Chrysler and returns to her Mandeville Canyon home, with its
tennis court and swimming pool, in Brentwood.


Burke said her primary residence was in Mar Vista and then, according to the story,
reversed herself and said she hadn't spent much time there since buying the place a year
ago. Then she released a statement asserting that, no, she always maintained her primary
residence in the district. (At least she didn't have her driver drop her off at the out-of-
district home. That shows care and attention to detail. You almost want to pat her on the
back.)


There are all kinds of excuses to lob in defense of Burke. She's serving out the home
stretch of her term (she'll leave the board near the end of next year); she's 74, leave her
alone; everyone does it. But none of them wash.
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To begin with, the law requires county supervisors to live in the districts they represent.
Any elected official (like any citizen) has a fundamental duty to obey the law whether
they agree with it or not. That's a concept with which Burke -- an active attorney since
1956, a former candidate for state attorney general, a former member of Congress --
should be familiar.


Dist. Atty. Steve Cooley has prosecuted at least four candidates or elected officials in the
county for breaking the residency law. A jury convicted Huntington Park City
Councilwoman Linda Guevara of perjury and filing false candidacy papers after finding
she never lived in Huntington Park but used her mother's address as a front while actually
living in Downey. East Los Angeles resident Richard Mayer didn't even win his race for
the South Gate City Council, but a jury convicted him after finding that he paid a South
Gate resident $200 to use his address on candidacy papers. Peter Sabatino Jr. was elected
to the West Covina Unified School District board but pleaded guilty to a perjury charge
when prosecutors found he lived in Downey. A case is still pending against former
Vernon Mayor Leonis Malburg, his wife and his son, who the district attorney's office
alleges voted in Vernon while living in Los Angeles.


It's not clear yet whether Cooley would prosecute a member of the Board of Supervisors,
which controls much of his budget.


It's easy to shrug and say breaking the residency law is no big deal. Isn't politics a big fix
anyway? Districts are divvied up by the political parties, which then designate and fund
favored candidates, who then win their elections in the primaries. Candidates find
available districts, then move in just before filing time. Or, perhaps, they rent apartments
in the districts they hope to represent, then hang on to them and maybe spend a few
nights there to make everything look legal. Why demand that they go through the
charade? Isn't there now a separate, connected, elite political class that can use clever
campaigns or celebrity status to appeal to voters in far-flung rural or gritty urban districts
without the inconvenience of forging actual residential connections there?


But that cynical approach throws in the towel on important notions undergirding our
democracy: that the law counts and elected officials must obey it; that citizens are not just
consumers of government services but owners; and that people in every neighborhood
have the wisdom not just to vote but to participate in government.


It may turn out that Burke broke no law, that under carefully nuanced legal analyses, she
technically retained her 2nd District residency while sleeping elsewhere during the rehab
of her Mar Vista townhouse.
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Should she still be criticized for spending so much time in Brentwood, or even for
"living" in Mar Vista, far from the heart of her district and its urgent problems --
persistent stretches of poverty, poor schools, the meltdown at Martin Luther King Jr.-
Harbor Hospital?


That's a political decision for her constituents. Or it would be if Burke wasn't retiring next
year anyway.


But if, under the law, Burke ceased to be a resident of her district, all of the excuses -- her
age, the short amount of time left in her tenure -- fail. Her office must be declared vacant,
and her constituents must try again with, it is hoped, someone who truly lives among
them.


Robert Greene is an editorial writer for The Times.


Copyright 2007 Los Angeles Times
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Where in the world is Yvonne Burke? 
Steve Lopez 
 
July 29, 2007 
 
'That's a big house," Sterling Wright said when I showed him a photo of Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Yvonne Burke's four-bedroom, five-bath manse in the 
Mandeville Canyon section of Brentwood.  
W
Florence-Firestone area north of Watts. That's in Burke's district, and it's a long way from
Brentwood. 
 
"I
 
A
Vista town house of late. But apparently neither neighborhood is good enough for the 
supervisor, 


right was working the front desk at Simply Unique By Regina, a beauty parlor in the 
 


 thought she lived in Inglewood," said Regina Garrett, who owns the beauty parlor. 


ctually, Burke has lived in Marina del Rey and claimed to have been living in a Mar 


ial who has been sleeping in Brentwood rather than in her own supervisor
district as required by law. 
 
In
stayed in Brentwood only on weekends and special occasions. But over a three-week 
period, my mates saw the supe make only brief stops in Mar Vista each day and retire 
each night to Brentwood. 
 
"I
 
If
sleeping in Mar Vista "if that'll make you happy." 
 
T
 
"S
 
It
 
"N
know, the rest of us poor people are starving down here and she's in Brentwood. Who 
does she think she is?" 
 


 interviews with my colleagues Jack Leonard and Matt Lait, Burke initially said she 


'm getting more depressed about this now," Garrett said as she cut a customer's hair. 


 it makes her feel any better, I told Garrett, Burke promised our reporters she'll begin 


he idea of an empty pad in Brentwood made Garrett happy. 


he can give it over to me," the hairdresser said. 


's got a swimming pool and tennis court, I noted, asking Garrett if she played tennis. 


o, but I can learn. I don't snowboard, either, but I could learn that too," she said. "You 
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urke's explanations are kind of hard to keep straight. Just before the story broke, she 


ut this is the same person who said that in more than a year as owner of the Mar Vista 


oes this mean she's having a miniature golf course installed? 


urke also claimed, at one point, that she felt she was satisfying residency requirements 


'm going to send her a special e-mail invitation," said Rob Kadota, a Mar Vista resident 


ng place 


here wasn't nearly as much good will toward Burke at 88th and Figueroa, which is 


he's in Brentwood while we're out here sleeping on the streets?" said Devin Cain, who 


ow's she going to know anything about her district if she isn't living in it?" asked 


aughn looked at a photo of "Brentwood" Burke's spread and remarked on the number of 


ou think we can squat in there?" she asked. 


told Vaughn I'd look into it. 


ots of prostitutes work that area of Figueroa, but I don't know if that would be a 
iage 


B
issued a news release maintaining that her primary residence is indeed in her district. 
 
B
town house, she has only stayed in it "maybe a month or two." On another occasion, she 
said she wasn't staying in the townhome of late because it was being remodeled "to get it 
up to my par." 
 
D
 
B
by merely visiting her town house. 
 
"I
and community council chairman who is organizing a celebration marking the 
neighborhood's 80 years as part of Los Angeles. "We're kind of an up-and-comi
to be," Kadota added, with more than enough million-dollar homes and "a ton of good 
restaurants." 
 
T
roughly in the center of her district. 
 
"S
said she's been homeless for months. Cain was gathering cans and bottles to take to the 
recycling center on 88th Street. 
 
"H
Patrice Vaughn, who emerged from a sidewalk tent she said she's lived in for five 
months. 
 
V
homeless people living near 88th Street. 
 
"Y
 
I 
 
L
problem in Brentwood, where the Burke home is shielded from public view by fol
and has a gated drive. Back when the Burkes used to rent out their house, an adult film 
star lived there for a while and boasted of using the place as a movie set. 
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he supervisor's husband, by the way, is William Burke, a heavyweight politico who 


r 


n't that all nice and neat? 


n Friday, I e-mailed Burke spokesman James Bolden to say I would take up the 
wanted 


hen he called me to discuss it, I asked if I could speak to Burke, but Bolden said she 


olden insisted The Times had botched the story about his boss and lost its credibility in 


had been tipped off that she was living in Brentwood, and later realized my colleagues 
e 


hile I was speaking to Bolden on Friday, Burke suddenly got on the line. I guess she'd 


 haven't finished decorating," she said when I asked if I could see evidence that the Mar 


told Burke I was having trouble following her many explanations. She said she didn't 
 


o be honest, though, I didn't follow her any better than I had earlier. 


'm trying to cooperate," she said, and then she hung up. 


m telling you. The nerve of these people from Brentwood. 


 


T
often makes news of his own. Earlier this month, Assembly Speaker Fabian Nuñez 
appointed him to another term on the California Coastal Commission, roughly a yea
after Nuñez's wife got a $125,000 contract from the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District board that Burke chairs. 
 
Is
 
O
supervisor on her offer to give the media tours of the Mar Vista town house. But I 
to see the Brentwood home as well, and Bolden told me that was not going to happen. 
 
W
was "out of the loop." No argument here. As she cruises into the twilight of her career, 
Burke seems to be missing in action at times. 
 
B
the process. If anyone had a credibility issue, it seemed to me, it was Burke. 
 
I 
were already on the case. My tipster had said Burke had long owned the Brentwood hom
but "just didn't live there blatantly like she is doing now." 
 
W
just returned from being out of the loop. 
 
"I
Vista town house is torn up and unlivable. "I'd be embarrassed if this house was dusty." 
 
I 
want to argue with me. She said she "may have stated it in such a way that gave you the
wrong impression," but "I'm now giving you a view of what I meant." 
 
T
 
"I
 
I'
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