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FBI Agents Raid Jack Johnson's County Office 


by BETH PARKER/myfoxdc 


UPPER MARLBORO, Md. - His portrait still hangs on the wall but there was no other 
sign of Jack Johnson at the Prince George's County Administration Building in Upper 
Marlboro. 


One woman said she saw "a lot of undercover agents, just chaotic. People going here, 
there and everywhere." 


The FBI raided Johnson's fifth-floor office Friday. Johnson's longtime spokesman, Jim 
Keary, says Johnson is still in charge, but that the county attorney is "looking into it.” 


"He's been a good man. He's been great for this county. The lowest crime rate in 35 
years. We have a triple A bond rating. Test scores in schools have increased 
dramatically over the last six years and it's because of him putting the resources where 
they need to go," said Keary. 


About a year ago, Johnson signed an Executive Order that names Howard Burnett 
acting county executive in the event that the county executive is "incapacitated.” 


Johnson's spokesman refused to be specific about what would be required for Burnett 
to take over. 
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More arrests expected in Prince George's corruption 


investigation, FBI to conduct searches of more homes, offices in probe 


by Cheryl W. Thompson and Henri E. Cauvin, The Washington Post, 10:28 PM EST, November 


13, 2010 


The arrests Friday of Prince George's County Executive Jack B. Johnson and his wife suggest 


that a federal investigation of corruption in county government, long a subject of rumor and 


speculation, is reaching critical mass. 


 


Law enforcement officials familiar with the probe, which is being overseen by the U.S. attorney 


for Maryland, said more arrests are expected, possibly this week. 


 


Johnson, a Democrat whose term ends next month, and his wife, Leslie Johnson, also a 


Democrat and newly elected to the County Council, were charged with destroying and tampering 


with evidence. 


 


They were arrested after Jack Johnson pocketed $15,000 in cash from a developer Friday, the 


FBI said, and his wife, at home, stuffed $79,600 in cash in her underwear and flushed a $100,000 


check down a toilet as federal agents knocked on her door. 


 


Speaking on the condition of anonymity because the investigation is continuing, authorities said 


the FBI intends to conduct more searches of homes and offices, seeking evidence of graft related 


to developer contracts. On Friday, agents carried out searches at the Johnsons' home and the 


County Administration Building. 


 


A spokesman for County Executive-elect Rushern L. Baker III, who has pledged ethics reform, 


issued a statement Saturday saying that the arrests would not interfere with his new 


administration's efforts to focus on residents' needs and to clean up county business practices. He 


has promised to establish an inspector general's office to root out waste, fraud and abuse and to 


move to end the practice in which people are allowed to contribute to slates of candidates in 


addition to individuals. Developers are significant campaign contributors. 


 


Exactly where the investigation is focused remains unclear. Rumblings of wrongdoing in the 


county have been persistent for years, although, until now, Johnson had not been officially 


implicated in any impropriety. 


 


The investigations that have emerged publicly over the years include: 


 


The FBI, for example, spent many months examining details of a huge development project in 
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Greenbelt and its ties to a former County Council member and two of his golfing buddies. In 


2008, agents involved in the inquiry obtained search warrants for several homes and offices, 


including the offices of two of Johnson's top aides. 


 


Another target of an FBI search during the investigation, developer Patrick Ricker, had held a 


$500-a-head fundraiser for Johnson in 2002. Ricker was involved in the Greenbelt development, 


which had Johnson's strong backing. 


 


In 2006, The Washington Post reported that 15 friends and political allies of Johnson's had 


received 51 county contracts worth nearly $3.3 million. Some were paid to advise the county on 


matters in which they had little experience, and some failed to produce required reports about 


their work. Johnson said the contractors were "first-class people." 


 


In February, a developer sued Johnson and several other county officials, claiming breach of 


contract and intentional interference with business relations. The developer said he was asked to 


make a payoff in exchange for a lease on a county building. The civil case led Maryland's state 


prosecutor to open an investigation into allegations that elected officials and political operatives 


tried to extort money from the developer. 


 


The Maryland state prosecutor also investigated two county contracts awarded in 2005 to the 


chairman of Johnson's campaign committee, according to sources familiar with the probe and 


two people who appeared before a grand jury. 


 


Prosecutors questioned the grand jury witnesses about the contracts, each for $100,000, awarded 


in 2003 and 2004 to Wilbert R. Wilson, owner of a Largo technology firm and a longtime friend 


of Johnson's, the sources and witness said. 


 


The contracts called for Wilson to "evaluate trends in regional, national and global economics" 


and to "identify market trends and strategies for improvement of economic benefit to county-


based businesses." He was required to "furnish a final written report" of his work to the county 


government. 


 


County officials could produce no memos, reports or other paperwork generated by Wilson, who 


was chairman of Johnson's "Vision for 2006" campaign committee. 


 


One of the grand jury witnesses, Carolyn Scriber, former director of the county's Office of 


Central Services, which reviews contracts and purchasing and handles the management of county 


buildings and vehicles, said she testified that Wilson's 2003 contract was put through without her 


knowledge or review. 


 


Had she been asked, she said, she would not have signed off on it. 
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"There was no measurement, no work product," she said in an interview at the time. 


 


Washington Post reporters Paul Duggan and Chris Hopkins contributed to this article. 
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P.G. Exec Johnson charged with witness tampering, 
destruction of records 


Newly unsealed documents show a frenzied Jack and Leslie Johnson attempting to hide 
evidence as FBI agents descended on their home this morning. Jack Johnson, the 
outgoing, two-term Democratic Prince George's County Executive, and Leslie Johnson, 
newly-elected to the Prince George's County council, had a brief hearing in federal court 
in Greenbelt this afternoon on charges including witness tampering and destruction of 
records. 


The affidavit lays out Jack Johnson, who had been confronted by FBI agents this 
morning after being observed accepting a $15,000 check from a developer, speaking to 
his wife, who wanted advice on what to do about the agents waiting at the front door of 
their Mitchellville home. The Johnsons were unaware that his cell phone had been 
under a wiretap since January 2010. 


"Don't answer it [the door]," Jack Johnson told his wife, according to the records. He told 
her to go to a bedroom drawer and grab a check from a developer - believed to be for 
$100,000, agents wrote. Leslie Johnson asked if she should get rid of cash that was in 
the drawer as well. 


"Tear it up!" he said of the check. She asked about cash that was in the basement. "Put 
it in your bra and walk out or something, I don't know what to do," he told her. 


He again told her to tear up the check, and she asked if she should flush it down the 
toilet. Agents wrote that a flushing sound could be heard over the call. That explains 
why a plumber was called to the home, as the Washington Post reported earlier today. 


When agents entered the home, they searched Leslie Johnson and found $79,600 in 
cash in her underwear, according to records. 


More broadly, the documents allege that since at least 2006, "certain real estate 
developers based in Prince George's County and their associates were regularly 
providing things of value to public officials in exchange for official acts that were 
favorable to these individuals and their companies." 


Agents say Jack Johnson was recorded on Nov. 5 accepting $5,000 from a developer in 
return for him using his official influence and authority for the benefit of the developer 
and his companies.  


In another meeting, which documents say was "on or about Nov. 12," Johnson was 
recorded receiving $15,000 in cash from the same developer. FBI agents entered the 
room where the payment took place, identified themselves, and asked Johnson about 
the payments. He told them it was for a party marking the end of his tenure as county 
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executive. He told the FBI he had "no business dealings with Developer A." Agents 
claim that exchange forms the basis to charge Johnson with making false statements to 
the FBI. 


The agents seized the $15,000, and took his cell phone, which had been part of a 
wiretap investigation since January 2010. Johnson was told that he was not being 
arrested and was free to leave, and his phone was returned. It was then that Johnson 
and his wife exchanged a series of phone calls, all while agents listened in, according to 
records. 


Here's more from the U.S. Attorney's Office press release: 


  


U.S. Attorney Rod Rosenstein stated, “The investigations referenced in the criminal 
complaint are ongoing. Additional charges are expected.” 


Special Agent in Charge Richard A. McFeely of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
said, “These charges are the result of a long and complex investigation by the FBI in 
Prince George's County. Rooting out corruption is the FBI's top criminal priority and one 
we excel at.  This investigation will continue to seek out corrupt officials and acts within 
all levels of Prince George’s County government.  I encourage anyone with direct 
knowledge of illegal acts or who has any information concerning corrupt officials or acts 
in Prince George's County to contact the FBI at 410-265-8080.”                  


“IRS Criminal Investigation provides financial investigative expertise in our work with our 
law enforcement partners,” said IRS Special Agent In Charge Rebecca Sparkman. 
“Pooling the skills of each agency makes a formidable team as we investigate 
allegations of wrong-doing. Today's actions demonstrate our collective efforts to enforce 
the law and ensure public trust.” 


According to the affidavit filed in support of the criminal complaint, the FBI initiated 
an investigation into allegations that certain real estate developers in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland were bribing public officials in exchange for official acts favorable to 
the developers and their companies.  The affidavit alleges that this and a related 
investigation led to a series of wiretap orders from September 2009 to the present. 


The Prince George’s County Department of Housing and Community Development 
(“DHCD”) administered the HOME Investment Partnerships program, which provides 
federal grants to states and localities to fund the construction, purchase and/or 
rehabilitation of affordable housing for rent or home-ownership. According to the 
complaint, the Director of  DHCD has the authority to recommend which developers 
should receive HOME funds for development projects in the County.  A developer with 
projects in Prince George’s County sought and obtained HOME funds from the County 
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for the developer’s projects.  The complaint alleges that Jack Johnson received cash 
and checks, including a $100,000 check, from the developer in return for Johnson’s 
help, in his official capacity as County Executive, in securing HOME funds for the 
developer’s projects.   


Further the complaint alleges that on November 12, 2010, the developer provided Jack 
Johnson with $15,000 in return for Johnson using his official influence and authority for 
the benefit of the developer and his companies.  Following the payment, FBI agents 
entered the room where the payment took place and asked Johnson about the 
payment.  Johnson was searched and the agents recovered the $15,000.  After 
Johnson was searched, he left the area and the affidavit alleges that he and Leslie 
Johnson exchanged a series of telephone calls and took steps to destroy evidence.  FBI 
agents entered the home and met Leslie Johnson at the door.  The agents searched 
Leslie Johnson and recovered approximately $79,000.  


Jack and Leslie Johnson face a maximum sentence of 20 years in prison each for 
tampering with a witness and evidence relating to the commission of a federal offense 
and for destruction, alteration and falsification of records in a federal investigation.  The 
Johnsons had their initial appearance in U.S. District Court in Greenbelt this afternoon. 
 They were released under the supervision of U.S. Pretrial Services.  Some of the 
conditions of their release include no financial transactions over $1,000 without prior 
approval; no destruction of evidence; and no obstruction of justice or hindering the FBI 
investigation.  In addition, Jack Johnson is on home detention with electronic 
monitoring. 
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Prince George's County Executive Aids Friends 


Jack Johnson has awarded contracts and jobs worth millions of dollars to his supporters. He says 


he is simply hiring "first-class people." 


By Cheryl W. Thompson and Ovetta Wiggins, Washington Post Staff Writers, Sunday, August 6, 2006  


 
Pr. George's County Executive Jack B. Johnson, 2006 Photo by Gerald Martineau,  The Washington 
Post 


Since Prince George's County Executive Jack B. Johnson (D) took office four years ago, 15 of 


his friends and political supporters have been awarded 51 county contracts totaling nearly $3.3 


million, according to records and interviews.  


In several cases, Johnson awarded county contracts to supporters after he failed to persuade the 


County Council or others to place them in county jobs. He has also created at least a dozen high-


profile positions and filled them with supporters, including fraternity brothers. Some of those 


who received contracts or jobs had no expertise in the field, and others did not produce written 


reports required by the county.  


In one case, Johnson hired a friend's company, which produces a local cable show, to write a 


report on school construction financing and then gave him two more contracts to evaluate 


economic trends. He gave a similar contract to his campaign chairman. He hired a golfing buddy 


to advise him on pension matters and a law school friend to sit on the redevelopment board.  


Johnson does not dispute that he has hired friends and given them contracts.  



http://media3.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/photo/2007/07/10/PH2007071002281.jpg
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"What I do is . . . hire first-class people," he said in an interview. "That means they have to be 


smart, . . . intelligent, and they have to be people of integrity." He prizes commitment to the 


county, he said, and he does not consider relevant experience to be a requirement.  


Johnson, 57, is in the midst of a campaign for a second term, facing former Maryland legislator 


Rushern L. Baker III in the Democratic primary Sept. 12. A former state's attorney, Johnson has 


remained highly popular since he took over as county executive, despite chronic crime in some 


neighborhoods and criticism of the performance of county schools, where his control is limited 


to determining the budget.  


He cites as his accomplishments the county's improved financial stability and beefed-up staffing 


for police, fire and homeland security. He also closed a deal to build the $2 billion waterfront 


development known as National Harbor, where upscale residential, retail and office space is 


expected to lure more high-end development to Prince George's.  


County records for Johnson's first term, obtained by The Washington Post under state public 


records laws, show that he began awarding contracts to people close to him the day he took 


office in December 2002.  


Michael Arrington, 50, the son of Johnson's former campaign chairman, received a $132,000, 


one-year contract Dec. 2, 2002, to "provide technical advice to the county regarding government 


affairs," records show. Arrington's father, Henry, also worked for Johnson when Johnson was 


state's attorney from 1994 to the end of 2002.  


In January 2003, Perry Paylor, 37, a former assistant state's attorney under Johnson, won the first 


of four contracts to act as counsel for the county redevelopment authority, records show. The 


contacts totaled $397,500 over 42 months. Johnson said Paylor was "just outstanding."  


Paylor, who contributed to Johnson's campaign, works for Marcell Solomon's law firm. Solomon 


is Johnson's former personal attorney and longtime friend.  


Even before Johnson was sworn in, Solomon received a three-month, $40,000 county contract to 


help with the Johnson transition into office. On Feb. 1, 2003, one day after that contract ended, 


he was given the first of several more contracts totaling $331,250, to serve as Johnson's 


representative on the board of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, which 


oversees the region's mass transportation system. Solomon is paid about five times as much as 


any other WMATA board member.  


Last year, the Maryland state prosecutor's office began investigating two county contracts 


totaling $200,000 awarded to Wilbert R. Wilson, Johnson's longtime friend and current 
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campaign chairman. Maryland prosecutor Robert A. Rohrbaugh said the grand jury investigation 


is still underway, but prosecutors declined to discuss the case.  


Wilson, 63, a former sixth-grade teacher who owns a consulting firm, was paid to "evaluate 


trends in regional, national and global economics." The contract, which ended 18 months ago, 


required a written report, but the county has no record of receiving one, according to County 


Attorney David Whitacre.  


Wilson, who has contributed $4,245 to Johnson's campaigns, declined to comment and referred 


all questions to his attorney, Frederick D. Cooke Jr. Cooke said Wilson turned in a report, though 


he said he did not remember specifics. He declined to release a copy.  


"He met with people; he traveled places," Cooke said. "He did the things one would expect 


someone to do to collect data for economic development."  


Another contractor, Robert L. Thomas, a former director of investigations for the IRS, has also 


come under legal scrutiny. Thomas, 63, received a $70,500, six-month contract in June 2003 to 


provide financial planning and an "assessment of accounting practices," records show. On Dec. 


22, two days after the contract ended, he was named deputy director of the Office of Central 


Services, which oversees the county's procurement and management of buildings and vehicles. 


Thomas, who resigned in April 2005, was indicted eight months later on bribery charges 


connected to the awarding of a county contract. He pleaded not guilty and is awaiting trial.  


Johnson said in an interview that he did not approve the contract or appoint Thomas to Central 


Services. "I didn't know him," Johnson said.  


Thomas, however, said it was Johnson who gave him the contract and named him to the job. But 


Thomas, citing the advice of his attorney, declined to discuss his relationship with Johnson.  


In Prince George's, the power to award contracts rests with the county executive, not the county 


council, regardless of the cost. In the District, contracts worth $1 million or more must get D.C. 


Council approval. In Baltimore, a five-member committee, including the mayor and City Council 


president, approves contracts.  


Most of the contracts that went to Johnson's supporters did not require competitive bidding under 


the county code, which exempts contracts that go to "experts or specialists."  


The system leaves the county council essentially powerless over contracts. "The council has no 


say," said council member Samuel H. Dean (D-Mitchellville). "We don't see contracts; we don't 


see the results of those contracts. Contracts are handled by Jack Johnson."  







Thompson, C.W. and Wiggins, O. (2006).  Prince George’s County Executive Aids 
Friends.  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2006/08/05/AR2006080501042_pf.html,  Retrieved 
November 16, 2010.  The Washington Post, August 6, 2006. 


 


 


 


Council Chairman Thomas E. Dernoga (D-Laurel) said council members rarely know in advance 


who is receiving contracts.  


"It's definitely after the fact," Dernoga said. "It ultimately comes down to the county executive to 


explain what was done for the money."  


Johnson attributed the "tremendous progress" the county has made during his tenure to those he 


has hired.  


"Over the years, I've probably hired a thousand or more people," he said, adding that the success 


of an organization depends on its employees. When he is hiring, he said, he looks beyond 


candidates' résumés and considers their values and character in making a determination.  


"I know that the people that I've hired are mission-oriented and they can get the job done," 


Johnson said.  


David M. Valderrama, a former Maryland legislator and longtime friend of Johnson's, has 


received four contracts to advise the county on school construction and economic issues, totaling 


$247,666 over four years, records show.  


"If you were in Jack's shoes, would you award contracts to your enemies?" asked Valderrama, 


who said he was instrumental in delivering Johnson the Filipino vote in the 2002 election. 


"Politics is politics."  


Valderrama said he met Johnson more than a decade ago when he was an orphan's court judge in 


the county and Johnson was deputy state's attorney. Over the years, the two became "very good 


friends," Valderrama said. Last month, Johnson co-hosted a fundraiser for Valderrama's 


daughter, Kris Valderrama, a Democrat who is running for state delegate from southern Prince 


George's.  


For two years, beginning in May 2003, the county contracted with Valderrama's company, 


Valderrama's America, to act as liaison with the Board of Education on school construction 


projects. The contracts totaled $106,000.  


Valderrama's America is a local cable news magazine and talk show run from a downstairs 


bedroom in Valderrama's two-story brick house overlooking the Potomac River in Fort 


Washington.  


"When I was first approached about it, I had second thoughts," Valderrama recalled in an 


interview. "I had no experience in school construction; I'm the first to tell you that."  
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Nevertheless, Valderrama, 73, said he accepted the contracts because he knew he could write a 


report, which is what county officials wanted, he said.  


"I'm out of politics; I don't have to lie," he said. "My job was to write a report."  


Valderrama said he flew to Seattle to "pick the brains" of school administrators on alternative 


funding for school construction. He wrote a seven-page report "plus attachments and exhibits" 


recommending that the county explore a voter's initiative to raise money for schools. "My 


recommendation was, you go to the people whenever you need funding for school construction," 


he said. "It's an old concept."  


Johnson never acted on the recommendation, Valderrama said. "At one point, he said he was 


going to follow up, but he didn't." Valderrama declined to provide a copy of the report to The 


Post, saying it was Johnson's decision whether to release it.  


Johnson said Valderrama "had done a great job" and "gave me a tremendous report."  


When the school contracts ended last year, Valderrama was awarded two more contracts to 


"evaluate trends in regional, national and global economics," an assignment identical to Wilson's. 


Those contracts, one of which runs through January 2007, total $141,666, records show.  


Alfonso N. Cornish, a Johnson appointee who served as a deputy chief administrative officer 


until he resigned this year, said he began overseeing Valderrama's work five months into the 


contract.  


"When I took over management of that contract . . . I sat down with him, and we came up with 


what he was supposed to do because there wasn't anything being done," Cornish said. "I don't 


think he's doing anything now, to be honest with you."  


Valderrama disputed that.  


"I make recommendations, and that's what it's all about," he said. He has not produced any 


written reports under these contracts, he said. "It's an ongoing process. But everything is 


aboveboard."  


* * *  


Businessman Richard Amatucci and Jack Johnson became friends after meeting "years and years 


ago," said Steven Novak, the mutual friend who introduced them. They played golf together, and 


Amatucci hosted political fundraisers for Johnson in 2003 and 2004. Amatucci arranged for the 


two events, which raised $180,000, to be held at Avenel country club in Potomac, Novak said.  
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Amatucci, a Potomac resident, has also made political contributions to Johnson's campaign 


totaling $4,500 since 2001, according to campaign records.  


Seven weeks before he retired from Fannie Mae as vice president of industry technology 


initiatives in April 2004, Amatucci incorporated his company, the Amatucci Group, records 


show. The month he retired, he received the first of four contracts with Prince George's. The 


contracts were to "provide financial professional services in the assessment and review of the 


performance" of the county's pension system. The contracts totaled $300,000 over two years.  


Amatucci, 57, declined to discuss the work he's done for the county, saying that he wrote reports 


but that it was the county's decision whether to make them available.  


"I absolutely have generated reports," he said.  


Several county pension trustees said they are unclear about Amatucci's role.  


"Someone told me he takes a look at investments, but we hire a company . . . and they produce 


monthly reports, and they're the ones who make recommendations on diversification of 


investments," said Ralph E. Grutzmacher, a trustee and a County Council attorney. "So what he 


adds to that equation, I don't know."  


County Council member Dean, who sits on the fire pension board, said he has never heard of 


Amatucci: "I do not know who he is."  


Johnson said Amatucci's company has improved the police and fire pension plans, which were 


losing money when Johnson took office. "He understands performance," Johnson said.  


The county executive said he initiated the contract with Amatucci, who he said had no pension 


experience. But Johnson pointed out that the former Fannie Mae executive "has been very 


successful in a large company."  


* * *  


Shailender K. Gupta, Johnson's campaign treasurer, has won five contracts from the county to 


assess the finances of Dimensions Healthcare System, a nonprofit organization that oversees the 


county's three hospitals and a nursing home. The contracts totaled $438,000 for 34 months.  


"I'm helping them find out their problems," Gupta said in an interview.  
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Gupta, a Greenbelt accountant, said he had no health-care experience before receiving the 


contracts, but he had attended meetings and "been involved with health care in the county" since 


Johnson took office. "You learn a lot about health care along the way," he said.  


Gupta, 57, has held several fundraisers for Johnson at his Potomac home.  


Under the first contract, which began in June 2003, Gupta said he toured hospital sites, talked 


with doctors and community leaders, and reviewed documents and procedures. He submitted a 


100-page report in September 2003 with recommendations for improving the system.  


Johnson awarded Gupta the contract to study Dimensions six months after a task force created by 


the legislature completed its study of Dimensions. Johnson said he wanted someone he trusted to 


assess the system.  


The earlier report, known as the Malouf report, made 10 recommendations for improving 


Dimensions. Four of Gupta's recommendations mirrored ones in the Malouf report, according to 


a review of both documents.  


"I earned my money," said Gupta, who worked on the study with six others. "People charge two 


or three million dollars for a report like this."  


Since then, Gupta has been given four more county contracts to provide financial services to 


Dimensions, county records show. The last one ended in June, according to records.  


"It's not a question of giving contracts to your friends," Gupta said. "It's a matter of whether the 


person is qualified."  


Samuel Wynkoop, former chairman of Dimensions, questioned the value of Gupta's report.  


"There was absolutely nothing in there that hadn't been summarized and brought before the 


board in other reports," Wynkoop said. "It just didn't have much value." Wynkoop was formerly 


county environmental resources director but resigned in 2003 when Johnson wanted to bring in 


his team of administrators.  


Calvin Brown, a Prince George's accountant and Dimensions board chairman, questioned why 


Johnson gave Gupta contracts to study Dimensions for three years after Gupta filed his report.  


In a July 5, 2005, letter, Johnson told the Dimensions chief executive that Gupta "will need to 


continue monitoring the progress of Dimensions in implementing the recommendations in the 


various reports."  
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"Mr. Gupta has no interfacing with my board on a day-to-day basis," Brown said. "He doesn't 


talk to us at all."  


According to Brown, Johnson gave Gupta contracts after failing to get Dimensions to hire the 


Greenbelt accountant. Brown alleged at a March 2004 Board of Health hearing that Johnson 


withheld a $5 million emergency payment from the financially troubled Prince George's Hospital 


Center to try to force Dimensions to hire two friends. Brown told a reporter later that the friends 


were Gupta and K. Singh Taneja, a member of Gupta's hospital review team.  


State's Attorney Glenn F. Ivey asked state prosecutors to investigate Brown's allegations. An 


Oct. 20, 2004, report signed by Thomas M. McDonough, senior assistant state prosecutor, found 


"insufficient evidence" to support the claim that Johnson "may have engaged in criminal 


misconduct in office."  


Dimensions hired Taneja, who had health-care credentials, as a senior vice president in February 


2004. Gupta was not hired, Brown said.  


Four months after the county council approved the emergency payment to Dimensions, and nine 


days after Taneja was hired, Johnson transferred the $5 million to Dimensions. Taneja declined 


to comment.  


When Johnson wanted to replace People's Zoning Counsel Stan Brown with his appointee in 


2003, he contacted the county council with a successor: Christopher S. Randolph. "I am 


confident that Mr. Randolph has the skills, background and expertise to meet the challenges," 


Johnson wrote in a Nov. 7, 2003, letter.  


Randolph had been an assistant state's attorney under Johnson and has worked at the law firm of 


Solomon, Johnson's former personal attorney. Randolph had no zoning or land-use experience, 


council members said.  


"The council didn't feel that he had enough zoning experience to be out representing the public 


interest," said Dernoga, council chairman and a zoning lawyer.  


To prevent Johnson from naming Randolph, the council passed a bill in April 2004 giving the 


council sole authority to make the appointment. The council reappointed Brown, who continues 


to serve.  


When the council made its objections known, Johnson moved quickly to give Randolph the first 


of three contracts totaling $193,500 over 27 months to provide him advice on zoning matters, 


records show.  
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"I'm not sure what advice he would be getting," said council member Douglas J.J. Peters (D-


Bowie), adding that county zoning issues are legislative matters handled by the council. "We 


have a number of experts on the County Council to help us with our zoning matters."  


Johnson said Randolph "watches every zoning issue and informs me on things that are coming." 


Randolph did not return three phone calls seeking comment.  


In Johnson's 2002 run for office, Ronald V. Russell (D-Mitchellville) was the only member of 


the County Council to endorse him. Two weeks after Johnson took office, he gave Russell, who 


was leaving the council because of term limits, the first of four contracts. His job was to advise 


the county on legislation and attend committee and task force meetings, records show. The 


contracts totaled $176,500 for 15 months. Russell, 46, said he also worked closely on an awards 


program. "There was something to do every day," he said.  


Two days after the contract ended in 2004, Russell said, Johnson appointed him deputy director 


of environmental resources. Russell said he was a good choice because he "had always been 


supportive of environmental issues." When asked about his accomplishments as deputy director, 


Russell said that he "supported the director" of the agency and "initiatives that we had."  


Russell said Johnson appointed him this year to another job, as a coordinator on the National 


Harbor project. "He does an outstanding job," Johnson said, adding that Russell's new 


responsibilities include overseeing permitting and inspections.  


Another Johnson friend to benefit was Wendell Webster, who met Johnson while both were 


students at Howard University Law School in the 1970s. The two kept in touch after graduating 


in 1975, and Webster donated $4,000 to Johnson's 2002 campaign, records show.  


On June 3, 2003 -- seven months after Johnson was elected -- he named Webster to the county's 


Redevelopment Authority board, which oversees revitalization projects and pays its members a 


$400 monthly stipend. Webster, 56, a District lawyer, missed 11 of the 16 meetings during his 18 


months on the board, according to minutes.  


"Did I miss that many?" he asked. "Probably because of other matters, I wasn't able to attend." 


He said he was paid his stipend only for the months in which he attended meetings.  


While he was on the board, he also received a seven-month, $25,000 county contract to "provide 


legal services for review, research and advice" for Dimensions Healthcare. "I provided legal 


insight," Webster said, adding that the contract was "very small."  


Last year, Webster was named general counsel of the county's Housing Authority. He said he 


won the contract through competitive bidding. The contract totals $160,000 a year for the part-
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time position, according to county spokesman James Keary. Johnson said he was proud to 


appoint Webster because "he's one of the smartest guys I know."  


When it came time to pick the head of the Environmental Resources Department in 2003, 


Johnson passed over his staff's candidate, an engineer from Detroit who had worked with the 


Army Corps of Engineers, to appoint Donna M.P. Wilson. She was a lawyer for Goodwill 


Industries, where her duties included teaching courses on legal issues in the workplace. She had 


also served as ethics attorney to former D.C. mayor Marion Barry.  


Wilson had worked closely on Johnson's 2002 campaign on fundraising and has contributed 


more than $2,400, records show. She and Johnson's wife, Leslie, belong to the same sorority, 


Alpha Kappa Alpha. During Wilson's confirmation hearing before the county council, Leslie 


Johnson showed up and sat in the front row next to Wilson.  


The Environmental Resources Department oversees building permits, codes and trash removal 


and is considered one of the most complicated departments in the county. In many other large 


counties, including Fairfax and Montgomery, the heads of similar agencies have engineering or 


environmental management backgrounds.  


"I know you can put anybody in a job you want to, but she did not have a background in the 


area," said Cornish, Wilson's boss, who left the county, saying he was frustrated with the way it 


was being run by Johnson.  


"She was not put before us as an environmental engineer," Dernoga said. "Jack's people billed 


her as a person who would manage the department and manage the technical people in it."  


Dernoga said the council rarely has questioned Johnson about his appointments because "It was 


his prerogative to pick his administration."  


"He's responsible for their performance," Dernoga said. "Some have worked out better than 


others."  


Wilson, 50, has gotten mixed reviews. Robert Boone, president of the Anacostia Watershed 


Society, an environmental group, said the storm water management program has eroded under 


Wilson. "The program has been all but dismantled," Boone said.  


Wilson disagreed, saying the agency has improved under her leadership.  


"I do believe that there have been some positive changes," she said. "I think there are a lot of 


people who are pleased with the changes and a lot of people who are equally displeased."  
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Wilson announced in a July 11 e-mail to her staff that she is resigning, saying she had always 


intended to serve only one term. Johnson said Wilson had been "very effective" in her job but is 


leaving because "these jobs will burn you out."  


People who worked in Johnson's campaign have frequently been among those to win county 


jobs.  


Keith Washington, 45, a county police corporal, worked on -- and contributed to -- Johnson's 


campaign, one of the few police officers to do so. Washington and Johnson belong to the same 


fraternity, Omega Psi Phi, and are occasional dinner partners.  


Washington was selected as a member of Johnson's security detail, driving the executive to 


appointments and events. And in 2004, Johnson chose Washington to fill the newly created job 


of deputy director of homeland security. Washington said he got the job because of his 20 years 


in the Army Reserve and his anti-terrorism training, not his personal relationship with Johnson.  


"I'm not some political hack who was put in the job because of my contacts," Washington said. 


"No one has the background that I have in that field."  


Johnson said he hired Washington in part because he is "mentally tough."  


Chris Osuji, 45, a Nigerian immigrant, worked hard to get Johnson elected, arranging meetings, 


making introductions and delivering votes from the county's African community. "I did whatever 


I could," Osuji said. "I love the man."  


After the election, Johnson named Osuji director of the county's Office of Community Relations, 


although he lacked experience in the field.  


"I have a passion for serving people," Osuji said when asked about his qualifications.  


Pamela H. Piper, 56, met Johnson nine years ago at an event and, as the two made small talk, 


they realized they had something in common: Both were from the Charleston, S.C., area, and 


Piper's mother had been Johnson's fourth-grade teacher.  


"I was shocked," Piper recalled. "My mother died at a very young age, and he was the first adult 


that I met that my mother taught."  


Piper and Johnson became fast friends. She invited him to Christmas parties and a retirement 


party. She held a fundraiser for him at her Silver Spring home.  
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In 2000, Piper placed a three-bedroom home for sale in Charleston that had belonged to her late 


uncle. Johnson bought it for $130,000, property records show, and sold it for a $45,000 profit 


three years later.  


"Jack mentioned to me that he was interested in buying a house in Charleston, and I had this 


one," Piper explained. "He was not given favor in terms of the price."  


When Johnson assembled his transition team in 2002, he asked Piper to be on it. She later 


approached him about putting her on a board, she said. Instead, Johnson gave her a job heading 


the Office of Central Services.  


Piper has for more than a decade owned a technology and management services company that 


previously was a subcontractor on a Prince George's contract.  


"He didn't give me my job because I gave him a fundraiser," she said, citing her qualifications 


for the job. "Maybe that's how politics works. But that was not my intent when I gave him a 


fundraiser."  


Staff researcher Alice Crites contributed to this report.  
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Prince George's residents take arrest of county executive 


Johnson personally 
 


by Rosalind S. Helderman, Hamil R. Harris and Ashley Halsey III,  Washington Post Staff 


Writers, Sunday, November 14, 2010; 8:41 PM  


Given that Prince George's County residents had largely said their goodbyes to Jack B. Johnson, 


whose eight years as county executive end in three weeks, news of his arrest on criminal charges 


might have been shrugged off as yesterday's news.  


But then out spilled the allegations in Johnson's arrest - almost $80,000 in cash collected from 


wife Leslie Johnson's bra, an $100,000 check flushed down the toilet of his Mitchellville home 


as FBI agents stood outside.  


For many residents, the events Friday made the end of his term painful. Supporters had seen his 


survival through years of swirling rumors of corruption as a symbol of the county's scrappy quest 


for respect.  


Even some detractors of Johnson (D) seemed deflated by the news and wondered: If he had to go 


down, did it have to be like this?  


"People are taking this very personally," said Angelo Vaughn, 53, as he worked on the engine of 


his red Jeep Cherokee with two cousins in Hyattsville on Sunday. "My wife is taking this very 


personally, and she never met Jack Johnson. How could a person in such a vaunted position, 


weeks before the end of his term, get caught?"  


"People are saying this is so embarrassing," he said.  


Authorities say Johnson's arrest is part of a four-year federal investigation of allegations that 


developers have paid bribes in exchange for official favors from Prince George's officials.  


Johnson and his wife, who was elected to the County Council in November, have been charged 


with destroying evidence and tampering with witnesses. U.S. Attorney Rod Rosenstein said 


Friday that more arrests and charges are likely, which has many developers and elected leaders 


worried about the scope of the investigation.  


At a news conference after he was released from custody, Johnson said he is innocent and will be 


vindicated when the facts of the case come out.  



http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/12/AR2010111204001.html
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All weekend, in front yards, in church parking lots, on street corners and in diners, Prince 


George's residents were talking more privately than publicly about Johnson's plight. Many spoke 


in hushed tones, and some asked not to be quoted.  


"The people are hurt," Seat Pleasant Mayor Eugene W. Grant said. "They are also angry. They 


are angry at the investigators and the timing. They're angry at the people who put themselves in 


this position. We were the shining example of black intellect and black wealth in the country. We 


are the place where people in the country looked to. Now, the national reputation is based upon 


disgrace, ineffective leadership and corruption."  


Louise Reeder, 71, lived in the county for more than 10 years before moving to the District but 


returns on Sundays to attend Kent Baptist Church in Hyattsville.  


Sitting at the counter at Plato's Diner in College Park, she said Sunday that people are unfairly 


jumping to conclusions about Johnson's fate.  


"A lot of people have already made their minds up, and I don't think that's fair," she said. "It's 


really just a shame and very sad."  


For those who have long thought that the county executive has engaged in pay-to-play politics, 


the details of his arrest confirmed their worst fears about his tenure at the head of Maryland's 


second largest jurisdiction.  


They were too juicy not to share, in phone calls that zipped around the county all weekend.  


Frank Denevan, 62, first heard about Johnson's arrest Friday while he was working at his 


church's bazaar.  


"I heard someone say something about a bra and a check in a toilet, and I said, 'What the hell are 


you talking about?' " Denevan said as he prepared to blow leaves along the College Park street 


where he has lived since 1954.  


Web designer Seth Gomoljak, 42, got a call at work Friday.  


"Jack Johnson got popped," he was told.  


He spent the rest of the afternoon roaming Web sites and television for news.  


Mike and Ruth Wyvill, great-grandparents who live on Croom Station Road just south of Upper 


Marlboro, said they talked about the charges on their way to Home Depot on Sunday morning.  
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"I said, 'Ruthie, could you imagine stuffing $80,000 in your bra?' " said Mike Wyvill, holding 


both hands 10 inches in front of his chest. "How on earth would you do that?"  


The Wyvills said they were shocked by what they consider a betrayal of the public trust. "He has 


set back the county two to three years and maybe more," Mike Wyvill said of Johnson.  


Authorities said in court papers that they recorded Johnson accepting a $15,000 check from a 


developer Friday. Shortly after, they were listening in on his wiretapped cellphone as his wife 


frantically called to report that FBI agents had arrived on the couple's front stoop.  


Johnson is accused of ordering her to flush a $100,000 check down the toilet and then attempt to 


hide $79,600 in cash in her underwear.  


"It doesn't look good for old Jack, does it?" Gomoljak said. "Can you believe trying to hide that 


kind of money in your house?"  


Again and again, county residents said they were not particularly surprised by the charges. 


Johnson has been rumored to be under federal and state investigation for years.  


In 2008, federal agents swept through the county and served search warrants at two county 


government buildings and the homes of a top fire department official, a local developer and a 


former member of the County Council.  


But no arrests were made, and the investigation slipped from public view.  


Some residents said they were concerned that the arrest comes shortly before Rushern L. Baker 


III (D) replaces Johnson as county executive Dec. 6.  


They fear that the unfolding investigation could overshadow the inauguration of a man who ran 


on a reform platform and was long one of Johnson's biggest critics.  


Others said Baker offers the opportunity for a fresh start.  


"We have to look at [this] as a step in the right direction," said Sharon Cummings, a retired 


federal worker who has lived in Marlton since 1976 and worked to elect Baker. "If good people 


of all races come together, we can achieve the things Mr. Baker talked about. Mr. Baker is a truly 


honest man, and he does what he says he will."  


Staff writer Robert E. Pierre contributed to this report.  
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